Maine Nurse Practitioners Association

Board of Directors March Meeting

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

In-Person Meeting at Howe, Cahill & Company

11 Columbia Street, Augusta, Maine

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:



Allison

PRESENT: Allison Talon, Cindy Leiffer, Eva Quirion, Pam Cahill, Ellen Farnsworth, Chrystal Adams, Jacqueline Carter, Sandra Hayes, Kathleen Webster.  Phone: Connie Jordan, Anne Perry
ABSENT:   Paula Charette, Susan Yetter
SECRETARY’S REPORT:




Cindy Leiffer
A motion to accept the minutes as written was accepted. 
An amendment to post them on the website was also accepted. 
TREASURER’S REPORT




Eva
The monthly Income and Expense report reviewed: Current Total Liabilities and Equities:  $113,246.31

Pam noted that this will be the first year in a while that we will end  “in the red” and there are some reasons for this that are not particularly worrisome---we still have quite a bit of money in reserve.  The conference in a new location was more costly than usual, mostly relating to food, which was expected, and profits were less than usual.  We also spent money on Strategic Planning and the newsletter, and postage was more expensive.  

This is not “doom and gloom” but we do need to be mindful of our budget and spending as we proceed over the rest of the year and into the next year. 

A motion to accept the treasurer’s report as written was accepted.

MEMBER-AT-LARGE REPORT



Anne Perry
Anne jointed the meeting by phone late but did not have a report this month. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT



Connie/Ellen

Ooh La La 2011:  We currently have 45 pre-registered attendees.  We typically have about 50% pre-registered so we expect approximately 100 people. 
The first PR Committee meeting will be August 25 by phone at 7PM
The fall newsletter is getting started, but we only have one brief article so far.  We will aim for publishing the newsletter before November’s NP week.  The PR Committee will review the overall needs and costs of sending out hard copies of the newsletter to the membership as well as all NPs in the state, and consider how we might want to do this in the future.  We discussed possibly sending a hard copy in the fall and an electronic copy in the spring.  For now, we’ll plan on doing a hard copy and the electronic link this fall.
We will put out a request for articles on the list serve and Cindy has asked for all articles to be submitted to her by September 19.  All board members should submit a report.


NP Week 2011: This will be discussed at the upcoming PR Committee Meeting and reviewed at the next Board Meeting.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Chrystal/Jackie/Pam


2012 CONFERENCE UPDATE:




The first meeting of the committee took place today.  A possible Keynote speaker was discussed, about the topic of Compassion Fatigue.
Other topics considered are substance abuse among health care providers, integrative medicine; autism, adolescent/adult ADD, medical marijuana (possibly a panel), and workshops specifically for newer providers.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 


Kathleen/Paula

Legislative agenda for 2012: 
The Committee hasn’t met yet.  The Legislature goes back into session in January, although some committees do start working sooner.  Pam has heard that the Cloture date (the last date that legislation can be submitted to be considered for January 1, 2012) will likely be either the 29th or 30th of September. There are expected to be many MaineCare issues and budget cuts.  The Board and membership have been queried about any particular interests that we want the Legislative Committee to keep an eye on.  The MNPA Legislative Committee will likely start having regular meetings in October.
MANAGEMENT REPORT: 




Pam

BON:  Pat Philbrook is interested in a position on the BON if something opens up, so we need to keep her in mind.
Pam has submitted Richard Farnsworth’s name as a potential Public Member of the BON.
The 2010 Tax Return has been submitted—it was signed by Susan Yetter, Immediate Past President, and it is available for the Board to review. 
Reinsurance Pool.  In the last legislative session, MNPA was asked to submit a candidate to participate in the Reinsurance GAP.  Miki MacDonald’s name has been submitted for this.
Bonnie Lunquist has been appointed to participate in the Opioid Study Committee.
Texas NP Leadership Conference: Pam received an invitation to a conference on February 3 and 4.  Pam is considering attending if the Board approves this.  The fee is nominal, but airfare and hotel would have to be paid for.  The agenda was reviewed.  The early bird registration is January 1.  Sandra will research airfare costs and we will review this in September.
The American Lung Association has asked if they can use our name in the Maine Healthy Air Coalition.  We are still a little unclear about what this involves.  Allison has played some phone tag with the organization and will continue to follow up on this. 
Membership renewal begins again in October.  We talked about various promotions, including the discount we’ve given in the past during NP week.  A motion to offer $25 off the fee for any new member who joins during NP week was approved. 
We discussed the idea of offering “NP Bucks” if someone recruits a new member.  We will review this idea in September.
OLD BUSINESS:

APRN Advisory Group Update

Allison
The committee met on July 21.  Each group gave a summary of their communication to their respective groups about the Consensus Document.  Allison reported that the MNPA as a group has very mixed views about the issue.  Overall, the APRN Advisory Group does not have enough agreement to go forward with any specific recommendations for legislation at this point.  As an organization, MNPA feels that if the BON does pursue any legislation, we do need to be part of the process.  

Strategic Plan: Connie and Evelyn have created a tentative invitation for regional meetings and have proposed having the four meetings in early September, possibly on a Thursday evening.  For the Penobscot County/Bangor area, Cindy Leiffer has agreed to host a meeting and Kathy Forti-Gallant will also help. That meeting will have to be in October (probably October 1) due to scheduling issues. Chrystal and Eva may also be available that day to help out. Connie will work on regional invitations to be posted on the list serve and website.
NEW BUSINESS




Board

Point Lookout has been sold to a private company, but they reportedly will be allowing outside organizations to use the facility and will be honoring contracts.  Pam will verify this.

We need more photographs for the website, so Edie Miles can add them.  She has already made some updates and posted the photos that she has received.
OTHER BUSINESS: 




Board
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:36PM was accepted.
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday September 20, 2011.

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Leiffer

             

